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Dear Friends and Board of Education
Colleagues -

| hope you had a restful half term break.

As we move further into this spring term, it’s hard not to notice how persistent the rain has been across the
Diocese. From the Wolds to the long flat stretches of the Fens, rain has shaped our days—soaking playgrounds,
filling car parks with puddles, and often sending children inside with damp coats, muddy shoes, and endless
energy in need of direction. Yet even as we navigate these practical challenges, rain offers us a rich metaphor for
the quiet work of hope within our school communities.

S0.1S my wornd that goes.ou
from my mouth: 1t will not

return to me empty.

This simple image reminds us that rain is rarely wasted. It softens,
nourishes, and prepares the ground long before we see any visible growth.
In the same way, much of the work carried out in your schools happens
beneath the surface—small acts of kindness, patient conversations, gentle
interventions, and routines repeated day after day. They may not show
immediate results, but they are soaking into the soil of children’s lives,
preparing them for growth that will come in its own season.

For many, February can feel like a month of waiting: daylight still limited,
energy stretched, and the next holiday is weeks away. Yet hope is not the
same as simply “looking on the bright side.” Hope is rooted in trust that
something unseen and good is already at work. Rain reminds us of that. It is
a sign that God hasn’t finished with the landscape or with us.




#8 DIOCESE OF
il LINCOLN

The Diocesan
Board of Education

In our school communities, hope is found in the resilience of children who keep trying, in staff who
encourage one another on tired afternoons, and in parents who send grateful messages instead of
complaints just when they are needed most. Hope is also found in the determination of church school
leaders who continue to steer schools with compassion and steadiness, even on the rainiest days.

As we start this new half term, may the showers around us become gentle reminders: that God is at work,
that growth is happening, and that hope is never out of season.

| wish you every success for this half term. Please don’t hesitate to seek support from one another and the
DBE team whenever you need it.

Dear God,

As rain waters the earth, water our schools with your grace.
Soften what is hard, strengthen what is weary,

and awaken quiet growth in pupils and staff alike.

Teach us patient hope, steady courage, and generous hearts,
that we may lead with wisdom and serve with joy.

Through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

pawldlé iwfw Canon Paul Thompson

Diocesan Director of Education

Diocesan Statement Regarding the Status of the Bishop of Lincoln

We wanted to acknowledge the recent announcement of Bishop Stephen’s suspension on Friday 20"
February.

The Diocese of Lincoln released a statement which can be found here.

We understand that this will be a deeply unsettling time. We wish to assure you that the diocese and the
Board of Education place safeguarding as its highest priority.

The Education Team is available for support during this difficult time.


https://www.lincoln.anglican.org/news/diocesan-statement-regarding-the-status-of-the-bishop-of-lincoln/
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Upcoming Events & Courses

-

Bishop Visitor

26/02/2026 10:00 - 12:00 et

Face to face BOOK

Bishop Visitor

25/02/2026 10:00 - 12:00 it

Face to face BOOK

Your curriculum
and Your .
26/02/2026 10:00-12:00 Vsslefeslly Online BOOK

Rooted Vision

How is collective
worship enabling
05/03/2026 16:00-18:00 pupils and adults  Online BOOK
to flourish
spiritually?

Preparing for
SIAMS -
17/03/2026 10:00-12:00 Monitoring and Online BOOK
Evidence
Gathering


https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11&pid=9&viewid=1&event=501
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11&pid=9&viewid=1&event=502
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11&pid=9&viewid=1&event=503
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11&pid=9&viewid=1&event=504
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11&pid=9&viewid=1&event=505
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Platform Housing - Neurodiversity Experience

Platform Housing are holding a neurodiversity experience in Louth, on Thursday 19" March 2026 - a chance
to learn, understand, and celebrate.

More information can be found here.

Picture News — Pupil-led Worship Training

for pupils in KS2 Picture
Eﬁ@ News

Wednesday 18" March, 1.15-2pm

This 45-minute session for pupils will cover how to host Picture News worship sessions. We'll include how
to plan, step up to the role of a leader, and share top tips for presenting.

All attendees will receive a comprehensive pack for all future ‘Picture News Pioneers'.
Suitable for: KS2 pupils who would like to lead Picture News worship in school, their teachers, TAs and SLT.

This is a FREE session - please contact ellen.cross@lincoln.anglican.org for the code to access!

Register here


mailto:ellen.cross@lincoln.anglican.org
https://lkxyzt8p.r.eu-west-2.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fpicture-news.co.uk%2Ftraining-register%2Fpupil-led-worship-overview-for-ks2---march-2026%3Fvoucher=1/1/010b019c7b96f409-1ec30a50-4908-48ee-b1b1-a075b02df0e5-000000/ODv5cOv0h-4aSMd-3Zl7x1H4rHU=251
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/neurodiversity-experience-tickets-1982770274265?utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-term=listing&utm-source=cp&aff=ebdsshcopyurl

