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LDBE Thought For The Week, 24th June 2024 

Dear Colleagues and Friends, 
 

In terms of Anglican holy days - today remembers the birth of 
John the Baptist.   
 

As a Quaker, I shouldn’t really hold to any particular day being 
any more holy than another - Quakers don’t do anniversaries 
and holy days.  No single day, time, space, person is more holy, 
special or filled with God’s presence, love, grace.  Despite this - 
I find myself endlessly fascinated by saints, and baptism! 
 

The Quaker conviction is that the operation of the Spirit outruns 
all our expectations. We acknowledge that the grace of God is 
experienced by many through the outward rite of baptism, but 
no ritual, however carefully prepared for, can be guaranteed to 
lead to growth in the Spirit. A true spiritual experience must be 
accompanied by the visible transformation of the outward life. 
Our understanding of baptism is that it is not a single act of initiation but a continuing growth 
in the Holy Spirit and a commitment which must continually be renewed. It is this process 
which draws us into a fellowship with those who acknowledge the same power at work in their 
lives, those whom Christ is calling to be his body on earth. 
 

London Yearly Meeting, 1986 
 

I like this idea of baptism as a continuum, but also as an act of initiation.  We are continually 
called on by the Holy Spirit, to grow, and commit to renewal.  Growth and renewal always 
make me think of the Inner Seed, a Quaker sort of metaphor for that of God in all of us.   

 

We need to commit to nurture this seed, spiritually, and usually 
in community - so that we can act in accordance with the calling 
of the Spirit. 
 

I am always incredibly moved by baptisms - as overt acts, as 
declarations, usually in community - they’re the very stuff that 
‘community’ is made of.  But the nurturing of the seed is a 
continuum - it never began, and never ends. 
 

 
Image by Dimitris Vetsikas from Pixabay  
 

 

https://pixabay.com/users/dimitrisvetsikas1969-1857980/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=1652345
https://pixabay.com/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=1652345


 2 

LDBE Thought For The Week, 24th June 2024 

Give over thine own willing, give over thy own running, give over thine own desiring to know or 
be anything and sink down to the seed which God sows in the heart, and let that grow in thee 
and be in thee and breathe in thee and act in thee; and thou shalt find by sweet experience 
that the Lord knows that and loves and owns that, and will lead it to the inheritance of Life, 
which is its portion. 

Isaac Penington, 1661 

John the Baptist embodied this - giving over to God, sinking down to the seed, growing in the 
Spirit, and sharing his gifts. 
 

We can all learn from this, and I'm proud to say, you all help me every day to do this! 

 

From Ellen Cross, DBE Administrator 
 
 

 
Flourishing for All: Anti-Bullying Guidance (2024) 
 
As publicised, the Church of England Education Office will be releasing new anti-bullying 
guidance for Church schools later this term. This will be a draft for consultation, and feedback 
is particularly sought from Church school leaders and staff, Diocesan Boards of Education, 
churches and faith groups working with schools, as well as parents and other interested 
parties.  

Webinars to introduce the guidance will be held on: 

Tuesday 9th July at 2pm Register Here 

Thursday 11th July at 4pm Register Here 

Thursday 11th July at 8pm Register Here 

These sessions are primarily aimed at school leaders, staff and governors.. 

 
 
 

 

https://www.churchofengland.org/about/education-and-schools/education-publications
https://churchofengland-org.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJYsfuqurjMvGtcqGOfOPD_Ud4qnFefgQjCZ
https://churchofengland-org.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJYkd--vrDsvE9QZhcRlaI7ZG95ybFyQPzId
https://churchofengland-org.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJwuduyuqjwjE9zOo1kgKwmsLEwYtcat28e5
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Upcoming LDBE Courses— 
 

 
 
Things to think about... uniform policies 
 
Please remember that this policy should reflect your Christian vision as well as current 
demands on families during the cost of living crisis. Uniform policies should also reflect the 
government’s statutory guidance on the cost of uniform Cost of school uniforms - GOV.UK 
(www.gov.uk) 
 
Please consider whether your policy 
• Directs parents to sources of pre-loved uniform (Information about this should be 

published on the school website) 
• Offers opportunity for non ‘logo’d’ versions of uniform to reduce cost. (Schools should 

keep branded items to a minimum) 

 

02/07/2024 
10:00-
12:00 

Preparing for SIAMS inspection - Empowering All online 

05/07/2024 9:30-12:30 SEF writing Workshop 
In 
person 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cost-of-school-uniforms/cost-of-school-uniforms
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cost-of-school-uniforms/cost-of-school-uniforms
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11&pid=9&viewid=1&event=403
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11&pid=9&viewid=1&event=403
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11&pid=9&viewid=1&event=403
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11&pid=9&viewid=1&event=403
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11&pid=9&viewid=1&event=403
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11&pid=9&viewid=1&event=407
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11&pid=9&viewid=1&event=407
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11&pid=9&viewid=1&event=407
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11&pid=9&viewid=1&event=407
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11&pid=9&viewid=1&event=407

