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LDBE Thought For The Week, 29th April 2024 

Dear Colleagues and Friends, 
 

Around 10 days ago, Ofsted published the long-awaited RE 

subject report, Deep and Meaningful? The content of the 

report answered that question with a resounding ‘no’. For 

those of us working in the field, the report made difficult 

reading, not least because inspectors found much of the 

same poor practice they identified a decade ago.  

However, it is worth noting that the subject report 

addresses practice across England; it doesn’t follow that this 

is what we see in our region. Indeed, I was particularly 

thrilled to note that one of our schools was mentioned as an 

example of good practice. I was also reassured to see that 

many of the 50 RE teachers and leaders who attended our most recent RE cluster meeting felt 

confident that their RE curriculum reflects what Ofsted are looking for. 

RE is often described as the ‘Cinderella subject’ on the curriculum. It can be weighted with too 

much or too little significance, and its archaic legal structures can lead to significant confusion 

for school leaders. However, RE done well can prepare our children and young people to 

engage with knowledge, openness, curiosity and respect in a complex and diverse world. This 

includes understanding the right sorts of questions to ask about religion and worldviews, and 

the appropriate tools to use when answering these questions. It also means engaging with the 

role context plays in shaping the lived reality of religion and belief: recognising that there is 

not ‘one way’ of being Christian, Muslim, Hindu, non-religious and so on. Getting the RE 

curriculum right can empower our pupils to become more critically aware of their own 

worldview and the ways in which it influences how they engage in and with the world around 

them. It can help them understand that we are all interpreters of the world around us, 

including when we tackle life’s big questions of meaning and purpose.  

No RE teacher can achieve this in isolation. They need the support of their school leaders 

(including governors) and their colleagues. They also need the opportunity to engage with 

colleagues across different schools and academies, as well as with appropriate professional 

development. One of the greatest privileges of my job is empowering future leaders of RE. Of 

the teachers I have worked alongside most recently, several have joined the Executive 

Committee of the National Association of Teachers of RE (NATRE), one has started a PhD, 

several hold advisory roles in MATs, local authorities and the Diocese, and some have 

participated in various action research projects at a national level. It is an exciting time to be 

an RE teacher in the Diocese of Lincoln!  
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We would like to continue to support your RE leaders and teachers to flourish so that your RE 
curriculum is appropriately “deep and meaningful” and your pupils are well-prepared to 
engage in a respectful and open society. You can find out more about our professional 
development opportunities for RE leaders and teachers here. We would also love to invite you 
to our RE conference, which takes place on the 25th June in Lincoln. You can find out more 
about this here. As ever, if you have any questions or would like to explore further bespoke 
support, please contact me at gillian.georgiou@lincoln.anglican.org.  
 
It just remains for me to say a huge thank you to all the incredible school leaders and teachers 
that are committed to providing and delivering high quality RE. I am enormously grateful for 
your time, energy and enthusiasm! 
 
from Gillian Georgiou, RE & SIAMS Adviser 
 

 
 

 

Volunteers Week - Inspiring Governance Information Session 

Tuesday 4th June, 12.15 

Ever thought about becoming a School Governor - many professional skills and expertise are 
in demand by Schools and Academies looking to grow their Governing Boards. 

Join Inspiring Governance for this 45minute session to find out more about becoming a School 
Governor and how Inspiring Governance can support you to find a vacancy and get you 
started on your journey to become a School Governor. 

Register HERE 

 

Survey about Governance in Single Academy Trust and Multi-Academy 
Trusts: 
 
The recent announcement by Inspiring Governance indicates that it is unlikely that there will 
be government funded training and recruitment support for governors/directors from 
September. In response, please can you help the Church of England Education Office 
understand the recruitment and training needs at all levels of trust governance: https://
churchofengland.tfaforms.net/4903994 

 

 
 

https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/7017138673899/WN_d2mHHNv8T1ymG1PK8-_gUA
https://churchofengland.tfaforms.net/4903994
https://churchofengland.tfaforms.net/4903994
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Diary of Upcoming LDBE Courses— 

 

Religion and Worldviews Project 
 
This Thursday, Gillian Georgiou, our Diocesan RE Adviser, will be at the launch of the Religion 
and Worldviews Project in London. She was one of three project team leaders across the 
country working with the RE Council’s guidance for syllabus writers and curriculum designers. 
Gillian’s team included two people from schools in our Diocese, Sally Brooman (Scunthorpe St 
Peter and St Paul’s Church of England Primary) and Georgina Foxcroft (St Peter at Gowts 
Church of England Primary School). We want to offer our huge congratulations to all the 
teams for their work on this very important project. You can find out more about the Religion 
and Worldviews Project here; from the 2nd May, this will include the curriculum guidance and 
the exemplification produced by the three project teams. 

 
 

Date Time Course   

07/05/2024 10:00-11:00 Diocesan Headteacher Briefing  Online 

09/05/2024 16:00-18:00 
Preparing for SIAMS inspection - The Spiritual 
Life of the School 

online 

14/05/2024 16:00-18:00 
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion: Continuing the 
Conversation 

Online 

16/05/2024 16:00-17:00 Collective Worship Cluster online 

https://religiouseducationcouncil.org.uk/our-work/worldviews/
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11&pid=9&viewid=1&event=393
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11&pid=9&viewid=1&event=393
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11&pid=9&viewid=1&event=393
http://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11&pid=9&viewid=1&event=393
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11&pid=9&viewid=1&event=398
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11&pid=9&viewid=1&event=398
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11&pid=9&viewid=1&event=398
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11&pid=9&viewid=1&event=398
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11&pid=9&viewid=1&event=398
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11&pid=9&viewid=1&event=396
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11&pid=9&viewid=1&event=396
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11&pid=9&viewid=1&event=396
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11&pid=9&viewid=1&event=396
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11&pid=9&viewid=1&event=396
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11&pid=9&viewid=1&event=398
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11&pid=9&viewid=1&event=398
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11&pid=9&viewid=1&event=398
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11&pid=9&viewid=1&event=398

