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LDBE Thought for the Week, 11th September 2023 

Dear Colleagues and Friends, 
 
How was the start of term for you? I always love the 
start of term: fresh notebooks, new stationery (who 
doesn’t love going stationery shopping at the end of 
August?), new classes to get to know, everything 
feeling so fresh and new. September has always felt 
more like a new year to me than January, a time to 
start eating healthily again after the summer treats, 
a promise to myself that I’ll walk more or not be on 
my phone so much! 
 
The new term can also bring other feelings, perhaps 
of ‘here we go again’ or ‘what is this year going to 
throw at me?’ These feelings are not necessarily 
negative, just a recognition that in teaching anything 
can happen and it’s perfectly acceptable to be 
excited about all the newness and yet have a sense 
of slight apprehension of what will happen this year. 
2 Corinthians 4:18 encourages us to think wider than what we see in front of us, or what we 
think might come this year: 
 

So, we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, since what is seen is 

temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.  

 

We live in a physical world, a world in which we can see, hear, touch, and so on. However, for 

Christians and many other faiths, there is also an unseen world, a spiritual world. To some 

people that may seem strange but for Christians it provides hope.  The verses before verse 18 

speak about the physical world as the outwardly that is wasting away, reminding their readers 

that the spiritual world is eternal and inwardly, that we are being renewed every day. For 

Christians, this speaks of the hope of eternal life, something bigger than what we see before 

us. Paul wrote this letter to the people of Corinth who were experiencing great hardship in 

this world: they were being persecuted for their faith and he encouraged them to endure 

these ‘momentary troubles’ (verse 17) with a hope that is beyond the physicality of this world. 

 

I hope and pray you are not experiencing a similar situation to the people of Corinth, but we 

all know that working in schools in this world can bring real challenges as well as joys.  
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On those challenging days, why not try and fix your eyes on what is unseen. For some of you, 
that may be the eternal life Christians believe Jesus gives; for others it may be just looking at 
the bigger picture of the situation, but for all it is remembering these troubles are momentary 
and will not last forever.  
 
One thing I have found particularly helpful at the beginning of this term is to write 5 things 

down I love about my job, because I do genuinely love my job. On those challenging days, I 

make a commitment to look at this list: it is good to have that reminder pinned up in my 

office. It will help me look beyond what is before me and see the bigger picture.  

 

from Lynsey Norris, Assistant Diocesan Director of Education 
 
 
 
 

SIAMS training and Support Autumn term 
 

This year sees the start of the new SIAMS framework. For the Autumn term all our SIAMS 
training will be on one day.  This means you get everything you need on one day and also 
lowers the cost, rather than attending lots of sessions.  Join us on the 8th of November for a 
day of equipping your school. 
 

 
 

For details of speakers, sessions and to book head to https://

www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?

calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11&pid=9&viewid=1&event=336  

https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11&pid=9&viewid=1&event=336
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11&pid=9&viewid=1&event=336
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11&pid=9&viewid=1&event=336
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 Professional Development 2023-24 
 
We hope you have had chance to look our Service Level Agreement and MAT Partnership 
Agreement booklets and seen the Professional Development offer for this year.  We have a 
number of courses running throughout the year (see attached document), plus the DBE 
advisers are coming out to schools to deliver training to you whole school.  Please do check 
out the discounts you can have when schools come together for training. This week you will 
receive an email each day detailing the courses and support for the whole year for each area 
we support you in, make sure you look out for them: 
 
RE 
Collective Worship 
SIAMS and Vision & Spirituality  
Governance 
School Improvement 
Wellbeing 
 

You can also find all our services on our website. 
For the diary of Professional Development Sessions go to https://
www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/professional-development-diary  
For courses by subject go to https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/professional-

development-by-subject  

 

LDBE Courses Coming Up— 

25/09/2023 16:00-18:00 

Using your Data: How do you know your 
vision is having an impact? Preparing 
for inspection 

online 

26/09/2023 18:00-19:30 Members Training online 

28/09/2023 13:30-15:00 RE Cluster online 

03/10/2023 16:00-17:00 Collective Worship Cluster online 

04/10/2023 10:00-11:00 Diocesan Headteacher Briefing  online 

https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/professional-development-diary
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/professional-development-diary
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/professional-development-by-subject
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/professional-development-by-subject
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11&pid=9&viewid=1&event=339
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11&pid=9&viewid=1&event=339
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11&pid=9&viewid=1&event=339
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11&pid=9&viewid=1&event=339
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11&pid=9&viewid=1&event=339
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11&pid=9&viewid=1&event=339
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11&pid=9&viewid=1&event=405
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11&pid=9&viewid=1&event=405
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11&pid=9&viewid=1&event=405
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11&pid=9&viewid=1&event=405
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11&pid=9&viewid=1&event=340
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11&pid=9&viewid=1&event=340
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11&pid=9&viewid=1&event=340
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11&pid=9&viewid=1&event=340
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11&pid=9&viewid=1&event=341
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11&pid=9&viewid=1&event=341
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11&pid=9&viewid=1&event=341
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11&pid=9&viewid=1&event=341
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11&pid=9&viewid=1&event=342
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11&pid=9&viewid=1&event=342
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11&pid=9&viewid=1&event=342
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11&pid=9&viewid=1&event=342

