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Over the past few weeks, | have been thinking a lot about
sacrifice.

Dear Colleagues and Friends,

As a diocesan education team, we always send someone to be
alongside you when you have an Ofsted or SIAMS inspection
and my goodness, there’s been a few taking place around the
region over the past few weeks! It requires small sacrifices on
our part — finding time in an already jam-packed diary to speak
to an inspector or travel to your school. It is always a privilege
to be present when an inspector is sharing what they have
found —to celebrate your strengths and be there to support
you with your next steps forward. | have been struck, when
listening to inspectors, by the huge sacrifices that have been made by everyone in school in
preparation for these inspections — the social events rearranged, the sleep lost, the children’s
school presentations missed and so on.

This week, Muslims in our region and across the world will celebrate the festival of Eid ul-
Adha. This festival remembers the story of the Prophet Ibrahim, pbuh (also known as Avraham
to Jewish people and Abraham to Christians). This Prophet is honoured across the three
traditions as the first to teach that there is one God. Eid ul-Adha remembers the story of Allah
asking the Prophet to sacrifice his only son, Ishmael (in the Jewish and Christian scriptures, it
is Isaac whom God asks Abraham to sacrifice). Spoiler alert: the boy survives.

The Arabic adha is a word that is used by Arabic-speaking Christians to refer to Holy
Communion or, more specifically, the bread that is shared as part of Holy Communion. In so
doing, they show their understanding of Jesus’ death as a sacrifice, one made for all of
creation.

I’'m a bit of an etymology geek (as many of you know), so | went off to hunt for the roots of
our English word, ‘sacrifice’. Like so many of our words, it derives from Latin: sacer, which
means ‘holy’ —it links to our word ‘sacred’. To ‘sacrifice’ is to make something holy. This, |
think, gives our many sacrifices a much greater meaning — the time we sacrifice, the effort we
sacrifice, the other opportunities we sacrifice, all these things contribute to something holy
that goes beyond the visit of an inspector for a short period of time.

For those of you who have experienced inspection so far this academic year, thank you for
your sacrifices. For those still awaiting the call — just remember, the sacrifices to come are not
ends in themselves, but part of a bigger picture in which all things will be made holy.

from Gillian Georgiou, RE & SIAMS Advisor
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NGA guidance re being strategic has been amended in line with the SIAMS expectations—
please see extract below, with full documents listed also:

NGA Guidance

‘Schools with a religious character

In schools with a religious character, ‘mission” and ‘vision” may have different, specific
meanings depending on their context. We recommend that those governing and leading
schools with a religious character seek the advice of the religious body to support the
development of their vision and also refer to relevant underpinning documents, such as those
included in the list of further resources on page 17.” (Note: docs refer to C of E resource pages
Education Publications | The Church of England)

Full document is here -

Being Strategic — A guide for governing boards and headteachers in single schools (nga.org.uk)

Being Strategic — A guide for multi academy trust boards and CEOs (nga.org.uk)’

Collective Worship and DElI

As part of out work on Collective Worship and Diversity Equity and Inclusion we have added
some more resources to the website. There is the Apostle’s Creed read by differently abled
people, the Lord’s Prayer in different languages and the Lord’s Prayer in Makaton. We hope
you find these useful.

Please find them here https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/page/?
title=SEND+and+Inclusion&pid=162



https://www.churchofengland.org/about/education-and-schools/education-publications
https://www.nga.org.uk/media/jgxloimo/nga-being-strategic-schools-20230614.pdf
https://www.nga.org.uk/media/4y0ftvao/nga-being-strategic-trusts-20230614.pdf
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/page/?title=SEND+and+Inclusion&pid=162
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/page/?title=SEND+and+Inclusion&pid=162
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'LIVINGUPTO YOUR
FOUNDATION’

SIAMS 2023 and beyond

The Showroom, Tritton Rd, Lincoy LN6 7QY 38 NUVv
2023

10:00AM -3:45PM

Keynote Speakers

David Tait - Deputy Director of
SIAMS

Dave McPartlin - Headteacher of
Flakefleet Primary (BGT Golden
Buzzer Winner)
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