
 1 

LDBE Thought for the Week, 19th June 2023 

Dear Colleagues and Friends, 
 
At this time of year our schools are busy with many end of 
term events. Sports day is one of those occasions. No matter 
how you celebrate it, sports day is always much anticipated 
by pupils, parents and staff. 
 
In this country there is always the weather to consider... will 
it be too hot, too cold, too wet? Will we need sun hats, rain 
coats, woolly jumpers or - heaven forbid - will the event go 
ahead or not!  As a school leader I sent up many an anxious 
prayer in the hope of appropriate weather for the event! 
Sports day marks the culmination of a school year full of PE, 
sport and competition. We know many of you support 
pupils to flourish by engaging them in a wealth of different 
activities: boccia, golf, table tennis, triathlons, wheelchair basketball and many more 

traditional sports. You help pupils improve on personal 
bests; engage in competition; learn about tactics and 
team work and to hone their physical skills. Many 
schools make explicit the link between physical and 
mental health and also work hard to ensure all pupils, no 
matter what their background, experience or ability, 
engage in the exciting offers that form part of your 
curricula and wider provision. 
 
Enabling our pupils to flourish physically is important in 

church schools. Sport provides a really tangible opportunity to explore and live out our visions 
and values.  
 
The Bible doesn’t mention sports day but does have many references to races. In Hebrews  
(12:1) there are reminders to ‘run with perseverance the race set out’; 2 Timothy  (4:7) speaks 
about ‘fighting the good fight, finishing the race and keeping the faith’. Galatians (6:9) urges 
Christians to keep going and ‘not give up’ and 1 Corinthians reminds Christians to ‘run the race 
to the prize’ (9:24-27). 
 
Of course, these verses refer to the Christian faith, the journey this may take and the 
challenges faced along the way. The prize of Jesus and Salvation being available to all. 
Many of these verses also refer to the values which are needed to succeed in this race. These 

are as relevant to faith as they are to sport: perseverance, strength, determination, humility.  

Perhaps some of these are aligned with your school values which you refer to during sporting 

occasions. 

‘Let us run with perseverance the 
race marked out for us.’  Hebrews 
12 v 1   
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Faith and sport often appear together. Bukayo Saka, one 
of England’s latest football heroes has shown how he 
wears his faith on his sleeve. He attended a Church of 
England primary school in London and was a member of a 
Pentecostal church. When he won the young London 
player of the year he tweeted ‘God’s work’. Marcus 
Rashford has also spoken about his Christian upbringing 
and Raheem Sterling is described, in Pep Guardiola’s 
biography, as reading the Bible before training. In these 
three players we see examples of how faith, spirituality 
and sport can go hand in hand. 
 
As we grow and develop future athletes in our schools, we 
can be confident that the values we promote through our 
Christian foundation and through complementary work in 
sport and PE, will help some go on to develop the deep level of dedication needed to maintain 
training and achieve professional status in the sports they excel at. For them and others 
(sporty people or not) Christian faith and belief can provide a source of hope and inspiration 
which spurs them on in their lives.  
 
I wish you well with all your end of term events, I hope the weather stays fine so that your 
events go smoothly and that all enjoy taking part. I also hope that you and your pupils are able 
to take time to reflect on how you keep going, run the race and win the prize!   
 
from June Richardson, Schools Effectiveness Advisor 
 
 
 

God and the Big Bang 
 
Attached to this email—some information about the God and 
the Big Bang Awesome Science programme: 
 
gatbb.co.uk  

https://gatbb.co.uk/
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Upcoming LDBE Courses— 
 
For more information—click the links below! 
 

 

Developing Inclusion Through the Vision for Education: Curriculum 
 
Monday 3rd July—4pm-6pm, Zoom 
 
This session provides opportunity for curriculum leaders to reflect on principles of inclusion 
and how these are reflected in curriculum intent and implementation. There will be 
opportunity to explore inclusive approaches to planning and delivery of the curriculum and to 
consider how the curriculum can be modified to ensure success for all.  
 

Click here to book 

20/06/2023 10:30-12:30 Bishop's Visitor Regional Meeting 
Face to 
Face 

22/06/2023 10:30-12:30 Bishop's Visitor Regional Meeting 
Face to 
Face 

 

26/06/2023 
16:00-18:00 

Developing Inclusion Through the Vi-
sion for Education: Diversity 

Online 

27/06/2023 9:45-15:30 

Coming Together - A Conference for 
Governors of Church Schools and 
Academies 

Face to 
Face 

https://data.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/civicrm/event/info?reset=1&id=5628
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10&pid=9&viewid=1&event=328
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10&pid=9&viewid=1&event=328
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10&pid=9&viewid=1&event=328
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10&pid=9&viewid=1&event=328
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10&pid=9&viewid=1&event=328
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10&pid=9&viewid=1&event=329
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10&pid=9&viewid=1&event=329
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10&pid=9&viewid=1&event=329
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10&pid=9&viewid=1&event=329
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10&pid=9&viewid=1&event=329
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10&pid=9&viewid=1&event=313
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10&pid=9&viewid=1&event=313
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10&pid=9&viewid=1&event=313
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10&pid=9&viewid=1&event=313
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10&pid=9&viewid=1&event=313
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10&pid=9&viewid=1&event=335
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10&pid=9&viewid=1&event=335
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10&pid=9&viewid=1&event=335
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10&pid=9&viewid=1&event=335
http://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10&pid=9&viewid=1&event=335
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10&pid=9&viewid=1&event=335
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10&pid=9&viewid=1&event=335
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Spiritual Development in Action  
Fiskerton and Reepham C of E Primary Schools  
 

 
 

Thy Kingdom Come Prayer Day for schools 
 
The recent Thy Kingdom Come season was celebrated in the benefice of South Lawres. Local 
school children from Reepham Primary and Fiskerton Primary took part in a day of creative 
prayer. The children visited the churches and a very special inclusive, invitational and 
inspirational time of prayer and reflection was enjoyed by all.  
 
The staff and children absolutely loved the variety of activities on offer and the experience 
gave so many ideas of how to promote spirituality within school and give time for reflection in 
creative ways. The children were really inspired by the concept of ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ - they 
reflected on the current economic crisis, the war in Ukraine, climate change and so many 
current issues facing our world today. The wisdom and compassion shown by the children was 
just incredible.  
 
Revd Jess Bellshaw, Assistant Curate in the benefice says “We love engaging with our schools, 
and with the children in our Parishes. 12 months ago, we received funding from the Lincoln 
Diocese Transformation Fund to boost our work with children and families. We were very 
keen that some of that should go towards creating an experience for the children that allows 
them to explore prayer in different ways. It’s a joy to see them discover that the God of 
heaven who made them and loves, them hears their prayers whether they are said, drawn, 
painted, floated in a paddling pool, whispered in a tent, or blown into the sky with bubbles.” 
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Spiritual Development in Action  
Fiskerton and Reepham C of E Primary Schools  
 
Ben in Year 6 reported “I like visiting St. Clement’s church, it is so friendly and welcoming. It 
was a really fun trip where we had time to think and be thankful. I also thought about my 
hopes for the future. The best activity was making crosses to reflect our individuality”.  
 
We would like to thanks Reverend Jess and the churches in the South Lawres for taking the 
time to work with our schools and our children to promote spirituality in such a creative way.  
 
Fiskerton C of E Primary School  

 
 


