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LDBE Thought for the Week, 9th May 2023 

Dear Colleagues and Friends, 
 
This weekend I watched the Coronation with my mum. 
Despite dementia she still has very strong memories of 
Queen Elizabeth II’s Coronation when she was 10 years old. 
She still talks about being allowed to watch the events of 
1953 at a neighbour’s house because they had a TV. I’m not 
sure which was most memorable – the Coronation or being 
allowed to watch a TV!  
 
How things have changed since then. 
 
Yet a Coronation is a historic event and it made me wonder 
how our children and young people will remember the 
events of this weekend in their future lives. I also wondered 
how they will have made the connection to the Christian service at the heart of the events 
and celebrations. 
 
I spent a few moments exploring the liturgy for the Coronation, reflecting on its meaning and 
symbolism. Information about it is available here. They throw light on all aspects of the service 
and particularly how the ancient traditions of Coronation were adapted to reflect the 21st 
century country we are now. The liturgy also brings to life King Charles’s vision for his reign. It 
made me reflect on how we build our present day Church School visions on our older 
foundation documents . Also, how through our visions, we interpret them to reflect an ever-
changing world and the needs of our communities. 
 

The resounding theme of the Coronation was 
servanthood. It culminated in the anointing of the 
King. A sign that he is set aside for service to his 
people. 
 
Of particular note was the personal prayer which 
the King made. It reflected the words of the 
popular hymn, ‘ I vow to thee my country’ and the 
words of Galatians 5,  “serve one another humbly 
in love”. I know that many of you will connect with 
this idea of servanthood and that this will be a 
feature of your day to day work. 

A Coronation to mark 
change 

The King’s prayer 
God of compassion and mercy 

whose Son was sent not to be served 
but to serve, 

give grace that I may find in thy service 
perfect freedom 

and in that freedom knowledge of thy 
truth. 

Grant that I may be a blessing to all thy 
children, of every faith and conviction, 

that together we may discover the ways 
of gentleness 

and be led into the paths of peace. 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2023-04/23-24132%20Coronation%20Liturgy%20Commentary.pdf
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=i+vow+to+thee+my+country+hymn&docid=603550773220619440&mid=7D416B1875ECFB28C1E67D416B1875ECFB28C1E6&view=detail&FORM=VIRE
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The prayer also references another strong theme of the Coronation – diversity of faith and 
belief.  In doing so, it reflects changes in our country since the last Coronation. No doubt 
those of you who watched the service will have seen the diverse group of faith leaders and 
representatives who took part in the inclusive church service.   
 
For me these themes reflect in the work of our church school family. As servant leaders we 
blend the ancient and modern as we build on our historic foundations, bringing to life the 
Christian vision for education in the modern day. We share and interpret stories from 2000 
years ago. We make them relevant to guide our staff and pupils for their future lives. And, 
particularly at the moment, we work to ensure our schools are inclusive and equitable, valuing 
and celebrating all.   
 
After all the pomp, circumstance and partying of the weekend many of you will be hoping for 
a quieter week. I know you will all be serving humbly. My wish is that you can find a few 
moments to reflect on this new period of British history and consider what that might mean 
for your pupils, staff and communities. 
 
Have a great week. 
 
  
from June Richardson, Schools 
Effectiveness Advisor 
 

Dear God,  
As your servants we come before you 
Guide and strengthen us in our work 
Grant that we may humbly follow your 
example 
Give us wisdom, patience, compassion 
and hope. 
Today and always. 
Amen 
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Bishop Nicholas is cycling 407 miles 
to raise money for charity! 
 
Since the pandemic and the onset of the cost of 
living crisis many families are under huge financial 
pressure. Bishop Nicholas is cycling 407 miles to 
raise money for the Bishop of Lincoln's Ready for 
School Fund. 
 
The Fund aims to support schoolchildren who are 
lacking the things they need in order confidently to 
access the full life of school and the curriculum. Grants are given to meet some of the identified 
needs of individual pupils. Items such as school uniform, PE Kit, maths equipment and lunchboxes are 
just some examples of where the fund can be put to work. 
 
407 miles isn't a random distance! It will allow him to complete his two-wheeled visits to every 
mainland Anglican cathedral in England, Scotland and Wales - a bicycle journey that he began when 

he was a parish priest and that 
he hopes to end in Inverness 
on Sunday 14th May 2023. It is 
his way of saying 'thank you', 
also, to everyone who kindly 
supported him following his 
surgery last autumn. 
He starts his epic journey 
TODAY! 
 
To sponsor him and follow his 
progress you can use  the 
following link https://
www.justgiving.com/
crowdfunding/nicholas-
chamberlain 

 
 
 
 

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/nicholas-chamberlain
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/nicholas-chamberlain
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/nicholas-chamberlain
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/nicholas-chamberlain
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Upcoming LDBE Courses— 
 
For more information—click the links below! 

 
 
 

9/05/2023 16:00-18:00 
Developing Inclusion Through the Vi-
sion for Education: Teaching and 
Learning 

Online 

11/05/2023 16:00-18:00 Understanding Christianity Refresher Online 

17/05/2023 1600:18:00 

 

SIAMS: Living up to your Foundation 
From Sept 2023 and beyond 

Online 

 

06/06/2023 
13:00-16:00 

Developing Knowledge in the Curricu-
lum: RE -  Philosophy (Disciplinary) 

Face to 
Face  

https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10&pid=9&viewid=1&event=303
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10&pid=9&viewid=1&event=303
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10&pid=9&viewid=1&event=303
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10&pid=9&viewid=1&event=303
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10&pid=9&viewid=1&event=303
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10&pid=9&viewid=1&event=303
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10&pid=9&viewid=1&event=309
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10&pid=9&viewid=1&event=309
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10&pid=9&viewid=1&event=309
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10&pid=9&viewid=1&event=309
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10&pid=9&viewid=1&event=331&month=05&year=2023
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10&pid=9&viewid=1&event=331&month=05&year=2023
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10&pid=9&viewid=1&event=331&month=05&year=2023
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10&pid=9&viewid=1&event=331&month=05&year=2023
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10&pid=9&viewid=1&event=331&month=05&year=2023
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9&pid=9&viewid=1&event=293
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9&pid=9&viewid=1&event=293
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9&pid=9&viewid=1&event=293
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9&pid=9&viewid=1&event=293
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9&pid=9&viewid=1&event=293
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9&pid=9&viewid=1&event=293
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Conference for Governors of Church Schools and Academies 

Date: 27th June 2023 

Venue: The Showroom, Tritton Road, Lincoln  

A conference to inspire and equip governors. 

Keynotes speakers:  

The Ven. Dr. Justine Allain Chapman, Archdeacon of Boston  

Will Ryan, author of ‘Dare to be different’. 

Choice of workshops, including: 

Preparing for SIAMS 

Developing effectives 

monitoring processes 

What makes good 

governance 

Click here for more 

information and to book 

 
 

https://data.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/civicrm/event/info?id=5655&reset=1
https://data.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/civicrm/event/info?id=5655&reset=1

