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Autumn Term 2021

RE News

Worldviews: Personal Knowledge and Positionality
Welcome to this autumn term edition of RE News. I hope
you settled well into the rhythm of a new academic of this
year. In this edition of RE News, we think about the
implications of the Ofsted RE research review that we looked in
the previous edition. We hear from some pupils across the region
who have been participating in and learning about what it means
to have a personal worldview.
As ever, if you have anything to share in the next edition of RE
News, please do get in touch. I look forward to hearing from you!
Gillian Georgiou
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Special points of interest
•

Celebrating excellent practice in RE

•

The latest news and views from around the
country

•

Exciting new resources to support you in the
classroom

Developing Personal Knowledge in RE
In their recently published RE research review, Ofsted
outlined three types of knowledge that can be developed
through the RE curriculum:

It is really important to recognise that every pupil (and
teacher!) comes into the classroom with their own unique What does this mean in practice?
set of experiences and their own knowledge and skills.
1.
Teachers need to be aware of pupils’ personal
This shapes their ‘personal knowledge’ in RE—the
backgrounds and experiences that may potentially
awareness that pupils build over time of their
impact on their engagement with learning in RE
“presuppositions and values about the religious and non2.
Teachers need to be aware of points in the RE
religious traditions” covered in the RE curriculum. We
curriculum where pupils’ personal knowledge might
could describe this as a pupil’s own ‘positionality’, their
potentially benefit teaching and learning (where the
‘personal worldview’ or their ‘knower knowledge’.
pupils could become the ‘worldview expert’ to help
their peers understand particular ways of believing,
living and thinking)
Through the RE curriculum, pupils should get the
opportunity to bring their own personal knowledge to
3.
their learning, but they should also have explicit
opportunities to take a more reflexive approach to their
own personal knowledge—to ask, ‘Why do I believe what I
believe?’ or ‘Why do I value what I value?’ or ‘Why do I
think what I think?’

Teachers need to be aware of points in the RE
curriculum where a pupil’s personal worldview may
come under scrutiny or analysis to ensure that
these moments are handled sensitively and carefully

Through their learning in RE, pupils should… have explicit opportunities to take a more reflexive
approach to their own personal knowledge...
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Positionality and RE: The Significance of Personal Knowledge
I recently attended the annual lecture arranged by the Theos thinktank—the organisation
that recently produced the excellent video resource, Nobody Stands Nowhere. This year’s
lecture was delivered by Professor Willie Jennings, Associate Professor of Systematic
Theology and Africana Studies at Yale Divinity School. Professor Jennings’ lecture drew from
his recently published After Whiteness: An Education in Belonging. In it, he passionately argued
for a new model of education that emphasises belonging, rather than possession and
ownership—of wealth, power and, interestingly in the context of contemporary
conversations in UK education, knowledge. He reflected on the worldviews of indigenous
peoples, as well as the experiences of oppressed people throughout the last five hundred
years, noting that western education has been dominated by an approach he characterised as
the ‘white self-sufficient man’, by which he meant any person, no matter their culture,
ethnicity, gender, and so on, whose worldview has been shaped by the ‘virtues’ of possession, control and
mastery.
Arguing from a Christian theological position, Professor Jennings argued for an approach that focuses to a far greater
degree on belonging, emphasising the pressing need for such an approach in the context of racial injustice and
climate change. He contended that our current approach leads to competition that engenders separation and
isolation, and convinces people that they can be ‘self-sufficient’ - reliant on no-one but themselves. This is a fallacy,
according to Professor Jennings: we are all reliant on each other, just as our environment is inherently interconnected
and inter-relational. You can watch the Theos annual lecture here.
What does that mean for us as RE teachers and what might it mean for our pupils?
First and foremost, it means taking an honest and open-minded look at what we are teaching. Does our teaching
provide our pupils with opportunities to explore diverse ways of believing, living and thinking? Does it recognise the
rich variety of ways in which different people occupy and live out their worldviews? Are we actively and intentionally
seeking to identify the ‘missing voices’ in our RE curriculum? Are we helping pupils understand some of the ways in
which people across different worldviews may hold similar beliefs, positions or values, but also helping them
understand the different ways in which these people have come to these beliefs, positions or values (see the table
below for an example)?
There are ongoing conversations about how RE might better reflect a model of belonging rather than self-sufficiency.
The Research of the Month for November on RE:Online highlights the work of Krystian McInnis, who is seeking to
explore ways of ‘decolonising’ RE based on his own lived experience of education, teaching and religious worldviews.
This research overview contains some really interesting questions for reflection that you may want to consider within
your own school.
Worldview

Position

Value

Belief

Christian

Supporting the vulnerable is a
good thing

Compassion

All people are made in the image of God and so should
be treated with dignity and respect; Jesus asks all people
to ‘treat others as you would be treated’

Muslim

Supporting the vulnerable is a
good thing

Compassion

Allah wishes all things to be in harmony; tackling
inequality and injustice by giving charitably (zakat) is a
way of establishing this harmony

Hindu dharma

Supporting the vulnerable is a
good thing

Compassion

Everyone should seek to fulfil their dharma and a key
part of doing this is to treat all living things with respect
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INTERFAITH WEEK 2021
The St Lawrence Academy, Scunthorpe
From the 15th - 19th November 2021 we celebrated for the first time (and
hopefully not the last!) Interfaith week at the St Lawrence Academy. As a
school that is rooted in a Christian worldview, both faith and spirituality are at
the heart of what we do. We are a very diverse school being both
multicultural and multifaith; as such, we are a true reflection of our local
community.
The week-long event included a stall in our central atrium open to staff and
students that shared our academy ‘faith journeys’ as well as a ‘library’ of faith
books that could be read by all during the day. On Wednesday we had a trip
planned to the local Islamic centre with 40 of our Year 9 students to take part
in or observe midday prayers, as well as receiving a tour of the mosque; on
Thursday we held our interfaith ‘hub’ evening. This evening was all about
celebrating interfaith dialogue between students and staff of faith and no faith,
as well as opening our doors to the local community.
Nusrat Choudhry (House Leader / Teacher of RE)
Rev Julie Miles (Chaplain / Teacher of RE)
Questions to Consider:
How effectively do we make connections with local faith practitioners in order to help our pupils
experience a range of personal worldviews?

LIVED RELIGION
Finding the Data
If you would like to explore the changing face of religion
in your region as part of the RE curriculum, you might
like to use Nomis, the teaching tool that allows you to
access and utilise ONS data as part of the curriculum.
Using this resource, you can select specific census data
in order to create teaching tools, such as comparisons
of the numbers of people identifying as ’not religious’ in
the UK between 1901 and 2011. This can be a useful
platform for pupils to consider questions about how

religious and non-religious worldviews in this country
have changed over time. Using the resource also
supports the Computing curriculum, particularly the
objective of collecting data from an internet service.
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CELEBRATING OUR RE LEADERS!
Ellison Boulters CE Primary
RE at Ellison Boulters CE Primary has been led for
more than ten years by Liz Peachman. During her time
as RE subject leader, her passionate commitment to
ensuring that all pupils have access to inspiring and
challenging RE has enabled pupils to flourish as
critically aware and curious young people. Liz has
always engaged with developing her own professional
expertise, as well as being ceaselessly generous with
her time and resources in order to support other RE
leaders and teachers in the region. It has been my
privilege to work alongside her and see her in action
with both pupils and colleagues.

like Liz that our children and young people are able to
be consciously aware of and critically reflect on their
own and others’ worldviews. It is incredibly important
to recognise and celebrate RE leaders like Liz—so
please do get in touch with us to let us know who is
making a difference in your school!

Liz retired at the end of the last academic year: we
wish her all the very best for her future adventures.

Without subject leaders like Liz, pupils in our region in
would be immeasurably poorer in their ability to
engage with the big questions in life and with religious
and cultural diversity. It is because of subject leaders

UNITY IN THE COMMUNITY
Sutterton Fourfields CE Primary School
Pupils at Sutterton Fourfields CE Primary School
celebrated local faith communities during their
interfaith celebration, ‘Unity in the Community’.
Richmond, Regents, St James, Hyde and Central
Classes explored a range of different religious and
non-religious worldviews, including Christian,
Jewish and Humanist worldviews, before sharing
their learning with members of the local
community. Pupils asked challenging questions and
used their creativity to respond to their learning.
Many thanks to the leaders, staff and pupils for
sharing their experiences and their new learning
with us all!
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SPIRITED ARTS 2021
Boston St Thomas CE Primary School
Pupils at Boston St Thomas CE Primary participated in this year’s Spirited Arts competition. Lyla from Year
6 has shared her work with us:

“During our RE lessons in summer term, we looked at how Christians believe that God has given us the
world to take care of. No matter what religion or culture, we all agreed on the basic principle that God has
made us stewards of the world and everything in it.
I was inspired by the way humans and their reckless behaviour are impacting the destruction of our planet –
reports, news and statistics are showing us that wildlife is slowly disappearing from the faces of Earth and
oceans whilst the rising pollution is increasing globally at an alarming rate.
Whilst working on my piece, I was able to express emotion through depicting the beautiful aspects which
our planet has to offer – Mother Nature symbolised as a protector, giver of life; her powerful presence
overlooking the world in which we live in. As Chief Seattle says, ‘The Earth does not belong to man; man
belongs to Earth’.
I believe everything in the world is connected like skin is to bone. We need to educate the next generation
on how to become dutiful stewards; after all, we did not weave the web of life, we are merely a strand of
it…”

Staff and pupils at the school were incredibly excited to find out that Lyla’s entry became one of the winning
entries in this year’s competition—congratulations to Lyla and to her RE teachers!

Crisis of Nature
Lyla N.
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RE RESOURCES AND SUPPORT

For your own CPD, you might
like to look at the videos produced by the University of
Cambridge and the Royal
Institute of Philosophy:
Cambridge in your Classroom
Royal Institute of Philosophy

Find out more about each of the books in
the Bible via this resource from the
University of Nottingham.

To find out more about the lived
reality of Christianity in the UK
today, explore the data on the
Faith Survey.

As part of the ongoing conversation about
religion and worldviews, the thinktank Theos
have produced a fabulous animation, Nobody
Stands Nowhere. This animation will be a really
useful resource to help pupils understand that
everyone has different ways of believing, living
and thinking.

Listen to Louisa Jane Smith’s The RE Podcast—
bite-size weekly episodes on religion, ethics and
philosophy created for students and teachers.
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Upcoming Courses

Date

Time

Training

1st February 2022

1.30pm to 3pm

RE Cluster Meeting: presentation
from the Holocaust Memorial Day
Trust

8th February 2022

1pm to 3pm

RE Bundle Session 5:
Curriculum

9th February 2022

4pm to 6pm

RE Bundle Session 5:
Curriculum (repeat)

8th March 2022

4pm to 6pm

Understanding Christianity refresher
session

15th March

1pm to 3pm

RE Bundle Session 6:
Assessing Pupil Progress

15th March

4pm to 6pm

RE Bundle Session 6:
Assessing Pupil Progress (repeat)

30th March

10am to 3.30pm

Annual Conference for
headteachers, senior leaders and
chairs of governors

For further details, please email the Diocesan RE Adviser at gillian.georgiou@lincoln.anglican.org.
To book, please see our website.

© LDBE 2021
8

