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        Collective Worship Observation Form

School: ___________________________________________________________________________________

Leader: ____________________________________
Observer: ____________________________________

Worship Theme: _____________________________
Time Allocation: _________________ minutes

Collective worship in Church of England Schools should be an expression of the school’s distinctive Christian vision.
	CRITERIA
	ASPECT
	COMMENT

	Central Attribute 1

Inclusive
	Is the CW inclusive of all faiths and non, all ages (including staff) and all abilities present?  
Does it allow for different ways of engagement?

Does it draw on traditional and modern elements?

Are the values explored meaningful to all present?

	

	Central attribute 2

Invitational
	Are children and adults invited to take part rather than compelled? 

Do all feel welcomed and part of the Collective worship?

Does the leader allow for a response from the children and adults – whether active or passive, noisy or quiet?
Are there opportunities for others to contribute leading? 


	

	Central attribute 3

Inspirational
	Does the worship leader capture the attention of the children and staff so they become actively engaged in the content?
Are they sent out with a thought or question ponder?

Is there use of stillness, movement, quiet, and sound?

	

	Central attribute 4

Content
	Is there clear Christian / Biblical content and teaching?

Does it link to the school’s distinctive Christian vision?

Does it relate to the Anglican/Methodist tradition? 

	

	Summary
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Collective Worship Observation Form 

Observation form pointers for consideration

Collective worship in Church of England Schools should be an expression of the school’s distinctive Christian vision.
	Music (entry/exit)
	appropriate / random, linked to theme, creates atmosphere, delivers a message

	Welcome
	whether greetings exchanged and introduction made

	Atmosphere
	extent to which act of worship is portrayed as special and important

	Focus
	table, cloth, Bible, cross, candle, artefacts ICT / Visual / drama provides appropriate, linked relevant visual/factual information

	Awe and Wonder
	sense given of marvel of world / creation

	Conviction
	extent to which message is clear and compelling or words lack power and appear as paying lip service

	Participation
	extent to which learners involved in responding, partner talk, opportunities for some to participate directly

	Singing
	whether there was appropriate hymn / song, quality, enthusiasm of participation

	Reflection
	learners given time to pause and reflect

	Prayers
	extent to which prayers are appropriate and learner friendly, whether learners are invited to respond

	Dismissal
	whether the person takes charge, smiles, engages with some learners, says ‘thank you’

	Distinctively Anglican
	clear reference is made to the Bible and Anglican Christian teaching and belief e.g. the Trinity - God, Jesus and Holy Spirit

	Dynamism & Theatricality
	was it a performance rather than an act of worship

	Open or Closed
	does the leader give room for the children to build their own meanings / connections / links or are they told what to think?

	Age Appropriateness
	are the language, concepts, ideas appropriate? Is it meaningful for the youngest yet appropriate for the oldest?
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